
18. EIA Screening for public realm works proposed under the proposed Kinnitty 
‘Route to the trails’ cyclist and pedestrian path which includes: 
 
A shared ‘Route to the trails’ cyclist and pedestrian path of 790 metres in length and 
predominantly 2.3 meters in width along the R421 regional road between Kinnitty 
Village and leading to the Kinnitty GAA sports grounds entrance to improve access 
from the village of Kinnitty to the Slieve Blooms Mountain Bike Trails.  

The ‘Route to the trails’ cyclist and pedestrian path will include the following 
elements: 

• Development of a shared cyclist and pedestrian path  
• Road widening and new road lining 
• Accommodation works to include re-fencing along portions of the road 

boundary  
• The provision of landscaping along the route  
• The provision of a road crossing 
• Provision of ducting and lighting/ESB/Telecoms 
• Public lighting 
• Route Signage 
• Modifications to Kinnitty GAA entrance to tie in with proposed cyclist and 

pedestrian path to include new walls, new gates and alteration of entrance 
carriageway 

• Two number 150cm x 150cm x 200 cm Hardwood or UPVC Timber effect 
bollards or similar arrangement at the intersection point of the GAA entrance 
and the proposed pedestrian cyclist and pedestrian path to slow converging 
cyclists    

• All ancillary works to the above items 
 

The proposal also includes a ‘Kinnitty Woods Loop’ a Novice-Grade Mountain 
Bike Trail on 7.2 hectares of land consisting of single track gravel surface 
construction approximately 900mm wide which will be situated within 
woods/lands. The track is situated within the curtilage of  protected structures 
reference number 51-007 (Kinnitty Castle), 51-008 (Kinnitty Castle former 
Stables), 51-012 (Kinnitty Castle Suspension Bridge), 51-010 (Kinnitty Castle 
Metal Footbridge) and 50-023 (Kinnitty Castle Gate Lodge Spa) in the Offaly 
County Development Plan 2014-2020 (as extended) 

at  

The Walk TD, Lismoney TD, Castletown and Glinsk TD, Kinnitty Co. Offaly 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
It is considered that the proposed development does not constitute a development 
listed in Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as 
amended.  
 
It is considered however that the proposed development is sub threshold having 
regard to the Roads Act 1993: 
 

50.—(1) (a) A road authority shall prepare a 
statement of the likely effects on 
the environment (hereinafter 
referred to as an “environmental 
impact statement”) of any 
proposed road development 
consisting of— 

 
 

(i) the construction of a 
motorway, 

  (ii) the construction of a busway, 

 

 

(iii) any prescribed type of 
proposed road 
development consisting of 
the construction of a 
proposed public road or the 
improvement of an existing 
public road. 

The Road Regulations, 1994 state: 
 
8. The prescribed types of 
proposed road development for 
the purpose of subsection 
(1)(a)(iii) of section 50 of the 
Act shall be— 

 

 

( a ) the construction of a new road of four or more lanes, 
or the realignment or widening of an existing road so as to 
provide four or more lanes, where such new, realigned or 
widended road would be eight kilometres or more in length 
in a rural area, or 500 metres or more in length in an urban 
area; 

 

 ( b ) the construction of a new bridge or tunnel which 
would be 100 metres or more in length. 

Cycleway is referred to in the Roads Act 1993, as follows: 
 
Cycleways. 68.—(1) In this section “cycleway” means a public road or proposed public road 

reserved for the exclusive use of pedal cyclists or pedal cyclists and pedestrians. 

 
 



It is therefore noted that a cycleway is considered to be a public road and the current 
proposal, being carried out by a Roads Authority - Offaly County Council, is therefore 
deemed to be sub threshold having regard to the criteria in the Roads Act 1993 and 
Road Regulations, 1994. 
 
Schedule 7 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended (shown 
in blue font below) sets out the criteria for determining whether sub threshold 
development requires an Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 
1. Characteristics of proposed development The characteristics of proposed development, in 
particular—  
(a) the size and design of the whole of the proposed development, 
 
(b) cumulation with other existing development and/or development the subject of a consent 
for proposed development for the purposes of section 172(1A)(b) of the Act and/or 
development the subject of any development consent for the purposes of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive by or under any other enactment, 
 
(c) the nature of any associated demolition works,  
 
(d) the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity, 
 
(e) the production of waste,  
 
(f) pollution and nuisances,  
 
(g) the risk of major accidents, and/or disasters which are relevant to the project concerned, 
including those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge, and 
 
 (h) the risks to human health (for example, due to water contamination or air pollution).  
 
The proposed development involves the construction of a shared cycle path of 790 
metres circa 2.3 metres wide along the edge of an existing public road, the 
amendment of an existing public road entrance at Kinnitty GAA and the development 
of a novice cycle loop in an existing wood of 7.2 hectares. Minimal tree cutting will be 
required and some demolition of boundary walls and fences along the route shall be 
required. The removal of green roadside verge/ farmland and its replacement with a 
shared pedestrian/cycleway is proposed. Landscaping and public lighting along the 
roadside cycle pedestrian route is also proposed. The current proposal, in 
cumulation with existing or proposed development, would not require EIA. 
Limited quantities of construction and demolition waste shall be created which shall 
be disposed of in accordance with standard practice and relevant legislation. The 
proposal will create no risk of major accident and will reduce risks to human health 
from traffic related accidents. 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Location of proposed development The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas 
likely to be affected by the proposed development, with particular regard to—  
 
(a) the existing and approved land use, 
 
(b) the relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources 
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground,  
 
(c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the 
following areas:  
 
(i) wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths;  
(ii) coastal zones and the marine environment;  
(iii) mountain and forest areas;  
(iv)nature reserves and parks;  
(v) areas classified or protected under legislation, including Natura 2000 areas designated 
pursuant to the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive and;  
(vi)areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental quality 
standards laid down in legislation of the European Union and relevant to the project, or in 
which it is considered that there is such a failure;  
(vii)densely populated areas;  
(viii) landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance.  
 
The proposed shared pedestrian and cyclist path and the new proposed entrance is 
located along a public road between Kinnitty village and Kinnitty GAA and the site 
and its surroundings have no significant ecological sensitivities. The novice trail is to 
be situated in an existing wood. The proposed novice grade track is located 300 
metres from the Slieve Bloom Mountains Special Protection Area, 2 kilometres from 
the Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC and 12 kilometres from the River Barrow and River 
Nore SAC. The site is outside any archaeological referral zone. 
 
3. Types and characteristics of potential impacts The likely significant effects on the 
environment of proposed development in relation to criteria set out under paragraphs 1 and 2, 
with regard to the impact of the project on the factors specified in paragraph (b)(i)(I) to (V) of 
the definition of ‘environmental impact assessment report’ in section 171A of the Act, taking 
into account—  
(a) the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example, geographical area and size of 
the population likely to be affected), 
(b) the nature of the impact,  
(c) the transboundary nature of the impact,  
(d) the intensity and complexity of the impact,  
(e) the probability of the impact,  
(f) the expected onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact, 
(g) the cumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and/or development the 
subject of a consent for proposed development for the purposes of section 172(1A)(b) of the 
Act and/or development the subject of any development consent for the purposes of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive by or under any other enactment, and  
(h) the possibility of effectively reducing the impact. 
 



The spatial impacts of the proposal will be limited as the proposed shared cycle and 
pedestrian path is at the edge of an existing road. Limited amounts of farmland will 
be used for road expansion. Some limited disturbance to woodland habitat shall 
occur during construction of the Novice trail with very limited impacts on woodland 
habitat during the operational phase. The proposal will result in no transboundary 
impacts, the intensity and complexity of impacts will be limited and not significant. No 
significant cumulation of impacts shall occur. 
 
 
Having regard to the above factors it is considered that there are no sensitivities 
relating to the characteristics and location of the proposed development, nor are there 
potential impacts, that would result in a likely significant impact on the environment.  
 
 
Accordingly, an EIA is not required.  
 
 
Ed Kelly 
Exec Planner 
16/6/2021 
 
 
 


